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Getting to Know the Teachers of Spring Hill High School 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Trudy VanNorman 

Photo by Julia Mendez 

Interview by Garren Woodell 

Mrs. Mary Ronda Plant 

Photo by Julia Mendez 

Interview by Sierra Britton 

Q: Whatôs your current position, and how long have you been in this 

position? 

A:   My current position is the FACôs teacher. This my is 1st year 

teaching FACôs. I taught business for the past 7 years at Fordyce.  

  
Q: What is your first memory from school? 

A:  In Kindergarten I remember a kid walking out of the bathroom 

naked. My teacher Mrs. Penny was yelling at all of us to put her heads 

down. 

  
Q: What would you say motivates you to do what you do? 

A: I want to make a difference in studentsô lives. 

  

Q: What are you most excited or passionate about? 

A: Changing lives and saving money.  
 

Q: What goals do you most want to accomplish in your work? 

A: I want to have an FCCLA national office. 

  

Q: Where did you go to college? 
A: The University of the Ozarks in Clarksville, Arkansas.  

  

Q: Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply influenced who 

you are? 

A: My mother Trudy and my aunt Darlene. My daughterôs name is 
Trudy Darlene. So, that tell you how much they influenced me.  

  

Q: Is there a quote or saying that you live your life by? 

A: Seek the Lord and his strength, seek his face continually. I 

Chronicles 16:11 
  

Q: Do you view your contributions as successful? 

A: Absolutely! 

  
Q: Do any metaphors come to mind to describe the kind of work you 

do? 

A:  No. 

  

Q: What would your students be surprised to find out about you? 
A: I have a 1957 Chevy, been to every state except for Hawaii, and I 

love to coupon.  

  

Q: What makes a ñgood dayò at school? 

A: A good day is when the kids listen. 
  

Q: What accomplishment fills you with pride? 

A: My two kids. Darlene 8 and KW 3. 

  

Q: If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you 
share? 

A: Find something you enjoying doing and figure out a way to get paid 

for it. 

  

Q: Whatôs a school sport or activity you enjoy watching? 
A: I enjoy watching any sport if I know someone playing. 

  

What would your last meal be? 

A: Meatloaf and mashed potatoes.   
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 Q: Whatôs your current position, and how long have you been in this 
position? 

A: Junior High English/Language Arts teacher. This is my second year. 

 

Q: What is your first memory from school? 

A: Being scared! Scared of doing something wrong, scared of other kids 
not liking me, scared I would get embarrassed or singled out.  

 

Q: What would you say motivates you to do what you do? 

A: Teaching young people was my ñcallingò--fulfilling my gift is what 

motivates me.  
 

Q: What are you most excited or passionate about? 

A: Helping others find and fulfill their callings/gifts. Giving young 

people some of the tools they need to succeed in life. 

 
Q: What goals do you most want to accomplish in your work? 

A:To be a positive influence on as many students as possible throughout 

however many years I am able to teach. My goal is to push students to 

their limits and then enjoy watching them all exceed their highest 

expectations! 
 

Q: Where did you go to college?  

A: Alvin Community College 

     Texarkana Community College 

      East Texas State University-Texarkana (now known as ATM-
Texarkana) 

 

Q: Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply influenced who 

you are? 

A: Both of my parents--They were both educators and lived their lives 
devoted to being Christian, caring mentors for their students as well as 

holding young people to the highest possible standards.  

 

Q: Do you view your contributions as successful? 
A: I believe so far--so good. My students pretty well expect to be pushed 

to their highest possible levels of performance in my class. But, I believe 

they also know I care deeply for them all on all levels as precious, 

valuable people! 

 
Q: Do any metaphors come to mind to describe the kind of work you do? 

A: Teaching is leading ALL the horses to water. Great teaching is making 

them ALL drink and learn to appreciate the water! 

 

Q: What would your students be surprised to find out about you? 
A: That I fight being shy and feeling awkward interacting with most 

adults.  I relate much better to young people than I do with most ñgrown-

ups.ò 

 

Q: What makes a ñgood dayò at school? 
A: When all my school babies work hard in class and, accidentally, end 

up having fun in my room! LOL 

 

Q: What accomplishment fills you with pride? 
A: My family--even though we are all flawed (like every human on earth) 
I feel each member of my family truly seeks Godôs guidance and is 

willing to be vessels for His uses. 
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Q: If you won the lottery and decided to give up teaching, what would you do 

instead? 

A: Without a doubt travel around the world. 

 
Q: If you could take your students on a field trip to anywhere in the world, where 

would you take them? 

A: This is the worst question ever! There are so many places I would love to take 

my students. There is no way I could just pick one.  

 
Q: If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it 

have been? 

A: It would have either have been for most school spirit or my fashion. My 

freshman year, I ended up with a whole page in the yearbook dedicated me.  

 
Q: How do you hope students will remember you and your class? 

A: I want my students to remember me as someone they count on and trust. 

Hopefully, they will remember my classes as being interesting and exciting.  

  

Q: In which Hogwarts house would you be sorted? 
A:  Most definitely the Hufflepuff house. 

  

Q: What is your spirit animal? 

A:  A grasshopper!  

  
Q: What song do you know all the lyrics to? 

A:  Honestly, Iôm not a huge music fan. I really canôt think of any songs that I 

would know all the lyrics to. 

 

 

Q: What inspires you? 

A: Students that think thereôs not much you can teach them. Either because they 

think they arenôt very smart or they think they already pretty much know most of 
everything you possibly plan to teach. 

 

Q: How does technology make teaching more simple or difficult? 

A: Technology is great for allowing easy supplementing of concepts being taught 

and for getting info out faster and more thoroughly. BUT, it is also a huge 
distraction and is abused because students and schools put too much emphasis on 

it. Learning is a process and no computer can do all of the thinking or measuring 

that people assume. 

 

Q: If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you share? 
A: Life is short--just a vapor. Value every moment (good and bad), absorb every 

ounce of knowledge made available, love with all your heart, and seek Godôs will 

every day. 

 

Q: Whatôs a school sport or activity you enjoy watching? 
A: Football, track, and basketball as well as cheerleading! 

 

Q: What would your last meal be? 

A: Fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, cabbage and blackberry cobbler!  

 
Q: If you won the lottery and decided to give up teaching, what would you do 

instead? 

A: I would teach for free and use the money to build a huge dorm for kids who 

need somewhere to go. We would have an enormous dining table, sit together for 

every meal, and end with a bible talk about whatever the different kids wanted to 
talk about. 

 

Q: If you could take your students on a field trip to anywhere in the world, where 

would you take them? 
A: Jerusalem and the whole country of Israel. It would help students truly 

prioritize the important things in life! 

 

Q: If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it 

have been? 
A: I was the ñrealestò person in my class. (Sometimes that was a good thing and 

sometimes it wasnôt) but I was never, ever accused of being fake!  

 

Q: How do you hope students will remember you and your class? 

A: As the ñrealestò teacher they ever had! I hope they remember my heart and 
know that I loved them and was someone who cared about each and every one of 

my school babies! 

 

Q: What are your thoughts on astrology? Do you know your sign? 

A: I think anything or anywhere we look for answers, other than our Lord, is 
satanic. 

 

Q: What is your spirit animal? 

A: I pray I am a ñbeastò of a soldier for Godôs army! 

 
Q: If you could grow up in any decade, which would you choose? 

A: I wouldnôt change a thing about my life--it all led me to today--and today is a 

very happy place in which the Lord has established me! 

 

 
 

FBLA members at the State Convention 

Photo provided by Mrs. Karen Ply 

FBLA goes to State Convention 
Article by Jessie Ramsey & Michael Poole 

 

The Spring Hill Future Business Leaders of 

America members attended the FBLA State Convention 

in Little Rock, Arkansas on April 1st and 2nd. Jessie 

Vickers and Paige Runion competed in Graphic Design, 

Tyler Rothwell and Levi Kidd in Publication Design, 

Marta Gomez in Cyber Security, Mitchell Massanelli in 

Networking Concepts, and Lilly Zaragoza in Intro to 

FBLA. Though all of those participating gave their best 

effort, none of the competitors carried on to Nationals. 

The trip was still a great experience for the members. 

Computer Science Team Wins All-

Region Competition 
Article by Muhammad Athallah 

 

On March 14, 2019, the Spring Hill High School 

Computer Science team competed in the All-Region 

Coding Competition. Muhammad Athallah, Nick Yates 

and Shay Stout competed with other teams from different 

schools in the Southwest Arkansas Education 

Cooperative. The Spring Hill team won and will 

participate in the Third Annual All-State Coding 

Competition, which will take place at the University of 

Arkansas in Fayetteville on May 18, 2019. Each member 

of first-place, second-place and third-place teams in the 

state competition will receive a $2,000, $1,000 and $500 

award, respectively, to support their computer science 

education. In addition, the schools that sponsor these 

teams will receive awards to support their computer 

science programs. The prizes and competition expenses 

are provided by a Verizon grant to ARCodeKids. 

 

 

The Computer Science team after their big win. 
Pictured L-R: Muhammad Athallah, Shay Stout, and Nick Yates. 

Photo provided by Mrs. Karen Ply 



 

  

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

       

National English Honor Society Invites New Members to Join 
Article by: Ramsey Brown 

Photos by: Camaron Banno, Sierra Britton, Alana King, and Ariana Villagomez 

On Wednesday, March 27th, the National 

English Honor Society tapped new members that 

qualified to join their organization. Throughout the 

day, new members were given letters of invitation and 

white carnation flowers. There are currently 34 

members in NEHS, 18 of which have been invited to 

continue membership next year. 46 students were 

tapped Wednesday. In order to join the National 

English Honor Society, next yearôs Juniors and Seniors 

are required to have a cumulative and an English GPA 

of 3.0. This year, NEHS has decided to include the best 

and brightest of next yearôs sophomore class, as well. 

In order to join, they are required to have a 3.5 GPA. 

The induction ceremony for those that decide to accept 

their invitation into the National English Honor Society 

will be on April 23, 2019 at 10:45 a.m. in the Spring 

Hill High School Gym. In order to participate in the 

induction ceremony, the inductees must have their dues 

paid before the day of the ceremony.  
Left: Haylee Miner and Karsyn Dean 

Right: Jessie Vickers and Jada Quillin 

L-R: Austin Wylie, Ty Clark, Colby Light, Hannah Gilbert, Bryce Blackwell, Keylee Lewis, Camaron Banno, and Rilee Hammonds 

L-R: Ramsey Brown, Garrison Brown, Shay Stout, Emily Sorrells, Carson McMullan, Katie Rivera, Lexie Chambless, Emily Curtis, Lakin Bobo, and Jenna Neely 

L-R: Trenten Searcy, Chaydon Breeding, Cole Watson, Alana King, Rusty Orr, Ty Clark, Haylie Rhodes, and Skyler Rhodes 

Left: Keylee Lewis and Paige Runion 

Center: Lilly Zaragoza and Sierra Britton 
Right: Briona Britton and Alyssa Britton 

 

 



 

 

              
 

    
 

 
 

 
 

 

Spring Hill High School Holds Prom 
Article by Ariana Villagomez 

Photos provided by Mrs. Melanie Tatom 

Spring Hill High School held its Prom 

on March 30th, 2019 from 7:00pm to 

11:00pm. It was held in the school cafeteria, 

which was full of pretty decorations and shiny 

lights. Seniors and Juniors went to have fun 

and enjoy an unforgettable night between 

them. The music helped to make the night 

wonderful, and there were cookies and bottles 

of water for the students. The Prom Prince 

and Princess for 2019 were Camaron Banno 

and Aubrie Ford. The Prom King and Queen 

for 2019 were Drake Kidd and Abbi Akin. 
 

Far Left: Mrs. 

Renay May shows 
off her moves. 

Center Left: 

Ramsey Brown 

dances a line dance 

with his date, 
Baleigh Smith 

Center Right: 

Camaron Banno & 

Aubrie Ford are 

name Prince and 
Princess. 

Far Right: Drake 

Kidd & Abbi Akin 

are named King 

and Queen. 
 

Left: A group of students 

dances at Prom. 
 

Right: Ramsey Brown, 

Keymonte Rhodes, Juan 

Navarro, and Matthew 

Kelesoma lead the way in a 

line dance. 

Far Left: Dawson 

Ghormley and 

Carlie Dodd pose 

for a picture. 
 

Center Left: Coach 

and Mrs. Whatley 

try out the royal 

titles. 
 

Center Right: 

Keymonte Rhodes 

shows off his 

moves and his 
style. 

 

Far Right: Matthew 

Kelesoma dances at 

the Prom. 



 

                 
     

 
  

 

                   
 

 
 

                      
 

 

Left: Bradey Powell 

& Kaylee Brooks 

pose at the prom. 

 

Center: Mrs. Whatley 
and Mrs. Tatom show 

everyone who is 

really in charge. 

 

Right: Lyu Yaning 
ñPotterò & Rilee 

Hammonds show off 

their dance moves in 

front of onlookers. 

Left: Lexie 

Chambless, Marci 

Cox, & Hannah 

Gilbert. 

 
Center: Keylee 

Lewis & Camaron 

Banno  

 

Right: Ine Meers & 
Brad Guevara dance 

at the prom. 

Left: Johnatan Zacarias 
& Ine Meers pose for a 

picture. 

 

Center: Kaylee Brooks, 

Jessie Vickers, 
Keymonte Rhodes, & 

Ane  Manzanedo dance 

together. 

 

Right: Austin Wylie & 

Jade Neal  

Left: Brad Guevara 

& Haylie Rhodes 

 
Center: Skyler 

Rhodes & Paige 

Runion 

 

Right: Bruna 
Saldanha, Luca 

Baumeister, Lyu 

Yaning ñPotterò, 

Ane Manzanedo, & 

Marta Gomez 

Left: Hannah Gilbert, Lexie 

Chambless, Rilee 
Hammonds, & Jessie Vickers 

 

Center: Katie Rivera, Skyler 

Rhodes, & Keylee Lewis. 

 
Right: Annabeth Martin & 

Brady Whatley 


